* Queen Saw's Harangue *
his position. The country had been against him before
his flight; his flight had turned dislike into contempt.
He would never now be able to form a new army and
return to Pagan. In the face of these facts what was go-
ing to be her policy? As she sat in the temporary palace
at Bassein she made up her mind. She would stand by
Narathihapate to the end, an end which she knew could
not be very far off. When that happened, she would be
released from the duty which had lain heavily upon her
since Yazathingyan's death; she would be a free wo-
man, and she would know how to employ that freedom.

One morning in August Chang Hsien Ch'ung came
in to see her. All these years he had respected with the
utmost loyalty her decision that they could be no more
than friends and close colleagues, but he had not ceased
to admire her as the most remarkable woman he had
ever met, a woman whose breadth of intellect was
evenly balanced by the depth of her heart. He was ut-
terly happy to be her Chief Minister, and if during these
latter days, when events had drawn in, he had begun to
perceive that an end of some kind was approaching,
.he was more excited than depressed, for he dared to
hope that in some way it might bring him closer to the
woman he loved. He had come to speak to her now on
an urgent matter,

'Despatches have just been received from the Prome-
Min,* he said*

The prince had been backwards and forwards to Bas-
sein and had outwardly professed the warmest devo-
tion to his father, pretending that the army he was
raising at Prome would eventually be placed at Nara-
thihapat6*s disposal,

283